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The seventh week of session was very active as the 2017 Legislature reached the "turnaround" deadline.
Turnaround officially marks the half-way point of regular session. All bills introduced must be passed by
their originating chamber by this date in order to stay alive. There is an exception for bills introduced in
budget, tax, judiciary and the federal & state affairs committees, as these committees are always exempt
from deadlines. Some committees met on Monday to wrap up business while the House and Senate debated
bills all day Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
The biggest headline of the week came when Governor Brownback announced he would veto the tax bill
passed by both the House and Senate. The bill was projected to raise nearly $600M in Fiscal Year 2018 by
adding income tax to small businesses and creating a third personal income tax bracket at 5.45% for
individuals making over $50,000 or $100,000 for married couples. The bill would have implemented a
retroactive start date of January 1, 2017. The following day, the House and Senate considered the option to
override the veto. This requires a 2/3 majority of both the House and Senate, which is 84 and 27,
respectively. After a lengthy debate, the House voted to override the veto 85-30 but the Senate ended up
three votes short of the required 2/3 majority. This sustained the veto and the House and Senate Tax
Committees now have to start from scratch. Several new bills have been introduced. Given the momentum
of the House since the start of session, it is likely another plan could be considered by mid-March.
Another major headline deals with healthcare policy. Earlier this week, the House Health Committee
formally considered action on HB 2064, known as the Medicaid Expansion bill. After an hour’s worth of
discussion, the bill was tabled after a close vote. This looked like the death knell for that issue in the2017
session. However, two days later, an amendment was offered on a different healthcare bill debated by the
House to add Medicaid Expansion. A robust debate offered the pros and cons of such a change. HB 2044
was amended to include Medicaid Expansion and the bill was passed 81-44. This bill will now be sent to the
Senate where its future is uncertain.
The House K-12 Budget Committee held a hearing on what is the fifth school finance proposal of the year.
This plan, designed by two former education committee chairs, would set funding levels based on school
size. Many more plans will be considered in March. The Senate has yet to create their school finance
committee.
Next week the Legislature is on a one week break, which allows members to catch their breath back home.
They will return on March 6, which will mark the start of an action-packed five weeks until the First
Adjournment deadline of April 7.
Thank you and please let me know if you have any questions. Please see below for bill matrix.
Travis Lowe
Gaches, Braden & Associates

Bill Number
and Sponsor
HB 2023

Bill Subject

Current Status

Determination of Kansas adjusted gross In House Taxation
income; sunsetting certain modifications

Last Action
01/20/2017 - House
Scheduled Hearing (cont.) in Taxation:
Monday, 1/23, 3:30 PM, Rm 346-S

House Taxation
Committee

HB 2064

Establishing the KanCare bridge to a
healthy Kansas program

In House Health
and Human
Services

02/22/2017 - House
Motion to withdraw from Committee
withdrawn

Establishing non-covered services for
dental benefits under health insurance

In House Health
and Human
Services

01/25/2017 - House
Scheduled Hearing in Health and Human
Services: Wednesday, 2/1, 1:30 PM, Rm
546-S

Licensure of dental therapists

In House Health
and Human
Services

02/08/2017 - House
Scheduled Hearing in Health and Human
Services: Tuesday, 2/14, 1:30 PM, Rm
546-S

House Health and Human
Services Committee

HB 2119
House Health and Human
Services Committee

HB 2139
House Health and Human
Services Committee

